WISCONSIN HARNESS HORSE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING

January 17, 2009 – 12:30 pm

Howard Johnson Hotel – Madison, WI

1. Call to Order:  The Annual Meeting was called to order by President Gabe Wand as we came in from our usual cold and snowy Wisconsin winter.  He thanked Dr. Stone for providing the morning discussion on emergency racehorse care.

2. Lighting of the Memorial Flame:  The flame burned throughout the day so that we could remember the following members who have died during the year: Dominic Frinzi, Susan Hanusa, & Hamlin Last.

3. Minutes from the 2008 Annual Meeting:  After reading the minutes from last year’s meeting which were included in the registration packets, members voted to accept as written.  Gary Magee moved and Jan Augsburger seconded.

4. Treasurer’s Report:  Susan Schroeder presented the attached report with the caveat that Gabe this year carried much of the work as she had been out of the state for 6 months and she was most grateful.  She urges people to study the charts and provide her with comments and recommendations.  Mike Renard moved that the report is accepted and Basil Remley seconded.  Approved.

5. Committee Reports

a. Annual Meeting:  Gabe introduced the newly featured Vendor Room and encouraged people to view the extensive Dan Patch exhibit created by Diane Kleinsteiber.  There was a consensus that this Madison location continues to be convenient for the most members and that we should come back again next year.  Attendance has brown from 84 in 2005 to our present reservations for 130.  Announcing the awards prior to the meeting seems to have worked well also as it allows us to get better press, i.e. USTA website, adds prestige and more family members are able to come.  Award criteria are also included in the packets.

b. Fund Raising:  Becky Swinehart informed us that the best fundraiser outside this meeting is the pedal horse raffle at the Midwest Horse Fair.  Basil encouraged anyone who has not attended come to help and experience the fun of being among thousands of people who love horses.  It’s good for our image.  Becky offered to help anyone get set up with Kwik Trip as the WHHA get 3 cents per gallon when you buy gas there with your card.  USTA and former members are most welcome.

c. Insurance:  Rick Davis informed us that we do not have enough people to qualify for 3rd party liability insurance according to HHI new requirements.  He said that it’s very affordable to get it through Illinois Harness Horse Association.  Van Gundy insures the gate and we will continue.

d. Legislative:  This are continues to be a mute point as long as we have no track and no simulcast.  Gabe continues his contacts.

e. Membership:  Jeanne Marquis reports that we had 165 members this year and that we should continue to encourage our racehorse friends and families to join and support our sport.

f. Newsletter/website:  Sadie Gunnink as the new editor reported that she will be doing 4 newsletters a year and is looking for comments and suggestions on her first issue that we just received.  In March she will do a recap of this meeting; in June, racing for the summer; September will be a round up of the year’s racing.  Rates for ads will be the same.  Jessica Schroeder will continue with the website.  Sadie will help, add links, and update more recent events.

g. Promotion/Publicity:  Midwest Horse Fair is a chance for us to introduce our sport to large numbers of horse lovers.  Sadie has agreed to direct our activities for this event.  They now have a grading system, which determines demo time and barn location so we are working on getting a “good grade”.  The dates are April 17th – 19th, 2009.  The theme this year is Super Horse.  Setting up takes most of the day on Thursday.  She is looking for help.
Susan reported on the USTA Matching Funds Grants that we received this year.  WHHA got a grant for the driver T-shirt tosses and pick-a-winner, Mineral Point got one for Owner For A Day, and Elkhorn Trotting Club had the pedal horse races.  She encourages fairs to apply and offers Gabe as a good grant writer.

h. Racing:  Gabe pointed out the chart he provided in our packets which compares the number of Horses racing at our various meets from 2005 through 2008.  This year got off to a slow start due to the wet spring, but our last meet at Viroqua had so many entries, they ran out of stalls! (What a weekend for a rainout!)  Horsemen report that they like to have this charted meet to qualify for Prairie Meadows and this year request for charters for the early meet at Elkhorn to qualify for Running Aces.  Starters are asked to report their intentions to qualify when they enter so their horses get into fields that will facilitate success.  Elkhorn Fair will also provide charters.

The 2009 dates on the calendar are tentative.  June 20th will be a co-sponsored meet at Elkhorn.  A new meet August 1st at Weyauwega for their Wega Arts weekend will not be co-sponsored, so they will pay purses.  Gary Magee asks that we support this meet so that we will be asked to come back.  One suggestion that equine artists might also be able to contribute.  Horse people are reminded to make copies of their 2009 Coggins and carry the original all summer.  WHHA will continue to pay ½ insurance for drivers (Fairboards pay the other ½)

For the Elkhorn Trotting Club, Becky reported that the Middle Meet dates are determined solely by the fair board.  Date of July 5th, 10th (twilight), 11th or 12th were suggested.  She will pursue.  She brought up for discussion our biggest “knock”—whipping.  She received some suggestions for including an explanation in the program of the use of the whip, safety issues with inexperienced horses, whipless races, no “long handing”, requiring both hand on the lines.  In regard to the fair, stall numbers have been reduced, so call ahead if you want overnight accommodations.  The fair board got a backlash for cutting the Friday racing last year.  Grandstands were full both days.  ETC will continue to work hard to make a good show.
Myron Kauppi confirmed the dates of the Ironwood Fair, one week later than usual as the carnival could not be booked until then.  He is working on getting Saturday card back.

Conrad Lewison reported that the bad weather affected the success of the whole fair this year.  The fair board was very pleased with the number of entries.  He may have to change the purse structure if there are to be so many fields—purse pool by day, to be split more evenly.



Rice Lake:  Minnesota bred races will be the same.



Monroe:  Kim Remley sent 2 passes to the fair to be given away.

Gabe reports that he intends to be more active with the breathalyzer this year.  It is good for our image and insurance.  People notice if he not doing it and some people may be more likely to race if they know the test is being done.  Horse ID checks for charted lines helps for credibility, but we need to find someone who can do it on the way to the track, as it might be dangerous.

i. Starting Gate:  The gate made money this year.  Thank you to Tom and Mary Puetz for organizing and transporting, Conrad Lewison for storage, Mike, Pat, Deanne, and Butch Douglas for starting.  The condition is good and the gate worked well this year.  Mechanic’s report is due in April for insurance.  Jay DeLong has offered to help repair if needed.

j. Wisconsin Harness Racing Hall of Fame:  Susan reported that this originally encompassed more than the WHHA and she would like to see more people engaged in the process. She suggested a separate committee, The Wisconsin Harness Racing Hall of Fame, could be formed by adding 6 more people to the Board.  This group could attend the spring board meeting to make suggestions and during the summer research and write solid nominations to be brought to the fall meeting.  Secret ballot sent to Kerry Long for 2/3 majority of the 15 members would signal election.  This suggestion was accepted and the 6 volunteers are:  George Woodbridge, Gary Magee, Bob Yohn, Basil Remley, Durwood Maas, and Cindy Noack.  Thank you to Rick Davis and Patty for this year’s display.

6. Board of Director Election

Gabe requests that members give us comments both, positive and negative throughout the year.  Gary Rath has resigned, as he is unable to make the meetings.  He has one year left on his term, so there are 4 spots to fill.  Jeanne Marquis and Susan Schroeder agreed to continue and were re-elected.  Scott Gald and Rick Tittsler became the new members, Rick volunteering to take the one year term.

Next board meeting will be February 7th at 10:30 a.m. in Dane, WI.

7. Adjourn.  3:00pm. Moved by Jodi Renard and seconded by Cindy Noack.

