Wisconsin Harness Association Meeting
July 31, 2010
Mineral Point Fairgrounds

Present: Gabe Wand, Gretchen Springer, Del Moldenhauer, Rick Davis, Susan Schroeder, and Jeanne Marquis.  Guest: Wayne Moldenhauer.

Absent: Becky Swinehart, Scott Gald, Rick Magee

This board meeting was called in response to the controversy over our determination to implement the USTA whipping rule.  We met after the races at 3:30.  Today before the races, our Judge, Susan Schroeder, went to each driver as she administered the breathalizer test, informed them that the whipping rule would be enforced.  She made it clear that rule breakers would be fined.  Comments from this group indicated that drivers generally complied.  The judge commented that it is very difficult for the judge to watch every driver’s actions in the stretch and that associate judges would be helpful. 

There is concern that other judges for Wisconsin meets will not be consistent in implementing the rule.  We feel it is important for the integrity of our sport and for getting young fans back into the grandstand that they consistently enforce this rule. We agreed that judges have the responsibility for determining what behaviors are brutal.  Paddock judges could check horses in the barn for stripes and welts. We acknowledge that we do not have the authority to require judges to do this. But we feel that this issue is so vitally important for the future of our sport that we are pursuing it as diligently as we can.  We would like for the judges to know that WHHA board will stand behind their decisions.  We need to communicate this in a formal but advisory manner. Therefore, the following motion was made by Del and seconded by Jeanne:


The president will write a letter to judges who will be judging Wisconsin races to offer guidelines for curbing excessive whipping or brutality.  The guidelines for enforcement are:

1. Up to 5 one handers.

2. Any actions perceived to be brutal, no matter the number of hits.

This motion passed unanimously.  This letter will be e-mailed to board members for proofing prior to being sent to our judges.

Other issues:  Monroe fans complained that the races were called off because of rain.  They hint of a fall meet.  Gift baskets are presented to each fair board member of each of our venues from WHHA. Some Supt. Of Speeds were unappreciative, but Susan reiterated that our relationship with fair board members is important to foster regardless of the Superintendent of Speed’s personal feelings towards the them.

 Gretchen moved that the meeting be adjourned at 4:40. Del seconded. All approved.
