Wisconsin Harness Association

Board of Director's Meeting

May 4, 2008

11:00 AM

6651 Hyslop Road, Dane, WI

1. The meeting was officially called to order at 12:00.  Those present: Gabe Wand, Basil Remley, Becky Swinehart,  Rick Davis, Sadie Gunnink.and Jeanne Marquis.  Guests included Nancy Remley,  Shirley Zelda, and Sadie's husband.

2. Minutes from March meeting with the addition of Wayne Mouldenhour's name to our historian's list, were read and approved.  Moved by Becky and seconded by Basil.

3. Treasurer's Report: Gabe presented the Financial Report from Jan. 1 to May 3.  See attached copy.  He reported that Greg Nebgen again contributed $1000 during the Horse Fair. Gabe is collecting anticipated

 expenses/income and completing the budget.  We have adequate reserves. Sadie moved approval.  Becky seconded. Passed.

4. Committee Reports

a. Annual Meeting.  January 16th &17th are confirmed.

b. Fund Raising

i. Calendar Raffle.  Gabe reports that the state needs last year's Calendar with tickets in order to get pre-approved to hold calendar raffle and get our A license.  Sadie will design this on 2 sided card stock

 with the rules on the back. Becky will set up draw dates similar to last year.  Prize money will total $2000 and the printing costs will be less.
ii. Pedal Horse.  This license (B) we have.  Three medium horses have  arrived and are in Sadie's milkhouse where she needs help putting them together.  They will be allocated as follows. Tickets will be sold at

 all WHHA fairs and meets for $1.00/ea or $5.00 for 6.  Drawing for (1) will be held at the last fair Viroqua.  Number (2) will be used for the Horse Fair 2009 and (3) will be saved for the summer of 2009.  Elkhorn

 Trotting Club has 2 of their own and will use them for their meets and the Fair.
iii. Sadie brought up an appeal from Racer's Placer's, a locally started placement organization for Standardbreds, for the use of our license for their fund raising raffle. Pros and cons were discussed but the conclusion that our license could be jeopardized and the fact that our collusion could be interpreted as an endorsement of the group prevailed.  Gabe will pursue, however. 
iv. Logowear.  Nancy will order hooded sweatshirts and regular tee shirts from her better quality catalogue

c. Insurance Race Day insurance will be paid for all 15 events.  Rick got a bill from WHI for last year's list so we may be stuck.

d. Legislative.  No change.  No chance.

e. Membership.  Membership is at 108.  They are still trickling in and more are anticipated when drivers must anti-up to race at our meets.
f. Newsletter/Website.  Sadie will call USTA for articles to put into the newsletter.  Jessica is feeling far away and is happy to have help from Sadie.  Sadie suggested adding some industry links as well as Horses Wanted, Horses for sale/ give away etc.  Greg Nebgan's wife might be interested in adding news about Standardbred Horse Shows. Condition Book.  Jess will do changes.  Video finish will be taken out, as our camera doesn't work.  Gabe will print. Soon. 

g. Promotion/ Publicity.  

i.  Horse Fair.  Sadie reported that she survived and felt that it went well.  Hoof-a Graphs were a big hit.  Dapple gave 300.  They had repeat visitors.  Our location was much better and therefore gave us much more exposure.

ii. USTA Grants. .  Gabe has written a Grant to buy tee shirts and a sling shot for a tee-shirt toss.  He will get together with Mineral Point to get a better price.  They will be white with black and red with the same logo as last year.  He will order.   These will be tossed at Wautoma, Weyauwega, 2 Middle Meets, Monroe and Viroqua.  The response should come next week.Mineral Point will be doing owner for a day.  We might consider.  Elkhorn will be doing pedal horses and is working on another celebrity race as requested.

h. Racing

i.  2008 Finalized Dates.  No changes from March list.  There will be no Middle Meet at Mineral Point.  All post times will be 12:00. For our meets, the gate will be available early for anyone who wants to school colts.

ii. Race Meet Duties.  Gabe produced his duty chart, which was enthusiastically filled in with the usual suspects.  See Attached form.

i. Starting Gate Mark Swinehart will go to get it from the barn in Viroqua.  Gabe gave Becky his Kwik Trip card and will contact Jay DeLong about getting the oil changed, etc. 

j. Hall of Fame.  Gabe needs to draft the letter, as per last meeting, of invitation to form our Hall of Fame Committee.

5. New Business.  No new business.

6. Future Meetings.  Open-ended.  At the discretion of the Pres.
7. Adjourn. 2:00 Moved by Rick, Sadie second. Approved

