Wisconsin Harness Horse Association
Meeting of November 15, 2009

Columbus, WI

Present:  Gabe Wand, Rick Davis, Susan Schroeder, Becky Swinehart, Rick Tittsler, Jeanne Marquis (arrived late) and Rick Magee (arrived late) Absent: Scott Gald. 

This meeting was called at 10:04 a.m. 

Previous minutes approved:  Motion by Susan, second by Becky.  Unanimous.

Rick Davis brought up the accidents during the one race at Elkhorn, and discussion followed regarding the reporting/documentation of the incident. Susan completed the accident report and has passed it along to the presiding judge (Eli McNutt) for signature and forwarding to the USTA. The Board agreed unanimously to fully report the incident as required, regardless of Eli’s reluctance to do so. The Board also recommended that Eli would not preside over future WHHA race meets because of concerns over his failure to execute his duties as judge.
Gabe and Susan presented the Treasurer’s report, with Gabe now handling Treasurer’s duties following Susan’s resignation of the position because of time constraints. Gabe will handle the Treasurer’s duties until the organizational meeting in February 2010 at which time new officers will be elected. The Board is very grateful in acknowledging receipt of a generous $500 donation from Tom and Mary Puetz. This isn’t the first donation from Tom and Mary, and it certainly is appreciated! Rick Tittsler moved acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report, Becky Swinehart seconded, approved unanimously.

A standard first-aid kit for horses will be available in the starting gate for each meet beginning in 2010.  Rick Tittsler and Janice Simmons will donate $100 toward stocking the initial kit.

Gabe reviewed the itinerary for the Annual Meeting and that our Special Keynote guest will be Dean Hoffman, and that his travel expenses will be paid by the USTA.  The agenda for the Annual Meeting is as follows:  Schedule attached.
The vendor room will be available for product displays, but not actual sale of items. The room can accommodate 6-8 vendors, and various board members will be getting in touch with possible vendors of interest to the membership.

Logo Wear will be sold in the silent auction room.

Service Awards for 2009 were discussed.  It was agreed that Barb Smith and Mary Puetz would be recognized for their outstanding efforts in selling Logo Wear throughout the racing season. It was further agreed that Ma Augsburger would be recognized for her faithful and enthusiastic support of harness racing over the years as a “Super Supporter”.
Gabe mentioned he was leaning toward Jim Springer as the recipient of the President’s award (Horseperson of the Year) for his success as a breeder (and owner). The James Laird award will be presented to Bruce, Mary and Dean Alexander of the Alexander Stables of Westfield, Wisconsin, for their continued success on the national harness racing scene.

Top 10 awards……   See attached.  

Thanks to Sadie Gunnink for her continued work on the newsletter layout, and to Jessica Schroeder for her efforts on the WHHA website design and updates. Discussion followed about an assistant so that the website could be updated regularly, regardless of Jess’ hectic travel schedule for the USTA.

Gabe suggested that we formalize our WHHA inventory, since we continue to add items that are owned by the WHHA—everything from saddle pad numbers to computer software should be recorded, and the location of each item detailed in writing since virtually everything we own is “portable.” Gabe and Susan will complete this.
Susan shared with the Board that she found a Canon C3200 color copier at a Kwik Print copy shop that was closing. This workhorse copier can handle up to 50,000 copies/month and has a used value of approximately $3900.00. New units sell for over $10,000.00. Susan was able to negotiate a purchase price of only $100 for the WHHA!

The Midwest Horse Fair will be held April 16, 17 & 18, 2010 in Madison, and we have reserved space to participate. Susan has volunteered to design and decorate our area, with Jeanne agreeing to coordinate the staffing and activities at the WHHA booth. Michelle Kline has been rumored to be willing to help.  No money is required until Feb. 1.
Summer Racing 
 Appreciation was expressed for Gary Magee for his work as coordinator for Wautoma and Weyauwega.  Thanks also to horsemen for their patience and willingness to respect Fair Boards’ decisions regarding rainy day conditions.  Discussion about the dangerous passage at the drawgate at Weyauwega resulted in the motion that the area be sealed off from spectators. Rick T made the motion and Rick D seconded.  Passed. The other suggestion is that if possible the gate itself be enlarged so that there be an in and out lane. Gary will take care of getting a drag. The question of the danger presented by the chain-link fence on the turns at Wautoma was not a concern for the drivers present. 

Monroe temporary stalls need to be more secure.  The loose connections are dangerous. Rice Lake has many drivers from Running Aces who are not members of the WHHA.  As their insurance is normally paid by us, we require that they be members.  Bud paid the whole insurance rather than ask them to pay membership.

Susan does not want to deal with grief over the state Coggins requirements.  These records should be presented at the gate before the horses are unloaded.  Rick T. volunteered to man the gate at the first meet.  This issue will be brought up for motion at the Annual Meeting.

In regard to charting, the WHHA digital video camera works very well.  It can be mounted on the finish line and connected to a computer.  We could have photo finishes at all our meets but we need a durable, basic laptop computer. Rick and Becky will research.

Green horses may request outside posts and will be granted if reasons are justifiable.

Last but not least, backstretch restrooms are requested at Mineral Point.  Rick will speak to Pooch.

Board of Directors nominations are necessary.  Becky and Gabe agreed to run for their posts again.  The remainder of Sadie’s term and Rick Tittsler needs to be filled.  Rick is unable to serve next year, but he did not rule out future options.  Jeanne and Rick D.  will ask folks who have been involved and might be interested:  Gretchen Springer, Del Moldenhouer, Nellie Suppanz.
Hall of Fame

The following have been formally nominated:  Art Shaw, Dr. Hering, Ernie Miller, and Milt Bumsted.  Horses included Highlawn Tommy and Earthquake.  (The five year requirement for the immortal category was waved for Dr. Herring as he was nominated before he died.) Induction requires 2/3eds majority of 13 voting members. E-mail or mailed votes must be sent to Kerry Long by Friday noon.
Susan will put together an Anniversary booklet and add to the Hall of Fame documents.  She requests pictures and stories before Christmas.

New Business brings the announcement that Gabe is running for USTA At Large Rep for District 4 against Ron Banks.  He will buy an ad in the newsletter.  (Rick T donated it)  The Raffle Calendar will again be attempted as it was a money maker.  Becky will figure out drawing dates, Rick will do Pictures, and Gabe will take care of state requirements.  It will run from April to September.
Adjourn 4:00 Susan moved.  Rick Magee seconded.  Unanimous.

